The Fourth Conference on the History of Archives &Records (ICHORA4) and the Conference of the Australian Society of Archivists (ASA), Perth Western Australia, 3 – 9August, 2008.

Introduction
The Fourth International Conference on the History of Records and Archives 

(ICHORA4) and the Annual Conference for Australian Society of Archivists (ASA) were both held in the city of Perth, Western Australia. The 1st conference, which I attended, ICHORA4, was held from August 3-5 at the University of Western Australia and the 2nd conference ASA was held at the Parmelia Hilton Hotel, 6-9 August 2008.

The Fourth International Conference on the History of Records and Archives (ICHORA4) involved a symposium of international professionals presenting papers on archival issues from across the globe. This years’ theme is “Minority Reports: Indigenous and Community Voices in Archives”. The international conference is held every two years and this is its fourth gathering.

The Australian Society of Archivists (ASA) 2008 conference theme is “Archives: Discovery and Explorations”, which was designed to create an outward focus for Australian Archivists but at the same time had created an unprecedented international interest.
Both conferences brought together close to 300 experts (archivists, librarians, historians, curators, geologists, educators, System Designers, IT Experts etc) from different parts of the world and from institutions at different stages of development to share experience with a view to get the most out of the potential impact of the Programme.

Objective.
i. The 4th International Conference on the History of Records and Archives (ICHORA4)



The purpose of this conference is to discuss issues affecting 



traditional archives and records around the globe. These include 

· Traditional and non-traditional formats as archives and how non-traditional records are transmitters of community memory and heritage.
· How history, identity and archives portray records of minority communities in the world who have been oppressed and their oppressors.
· Cross-cultural engagements
· Re-engagement with the Colonial records by introduction of such records to the public through photographs and exhibitions.
· Addressing History by looking at the different perception of indigenous and minority records. And creating awareness on the problems faced by a minority community in dealing with archives and records management 
· Digital Access of records of endangered cultures and representation of minority community digitally
ii. 2008 Australian Society of Archivist (ASA) Conference.



The main objective of this conference is to provide a blend of Australasian 

and international perspective of Archival and Archivist issues.



The conference was aimed at discussing issues such as:

·   Digital preservation in practice in Australia and around the world

·   Exploring issues of convergence and how archival institutions in 

      Australia are dealing with these issue

·    Exploring complex identities through the records of migration, 

      disputed heritage and multicultural communities

·    Security of personal information and digital identity for archival data 

·    Mechanisms of discovery and access in the Archives

·    Exploring Business Archives

·    Discovering capabilities in small archives

·     Exploring Reconciliation records, archives of exploration and climate

       change 

·     Technical and theoretical issues faced by international educators and

 Editors

·    Experiences of research into records that signify national identity such 

      as the South African Truth Commission records

Some of the programme content included:



ICHORA 4
· A series of presentations which were aimed at presenting traditional and non-traditional formats as archives. These presentations looked at different aspects of archives such as traditional art of tattooing in the pacific and how it is represented as archives (as evidences). Another presentation looked at the meanings of Muslim burials in Cape Town and its representation by way of image And the use of Wampum Belts in Northeastern America as early record keeping of transactions that took place in the late 1700s.

· Keynote address presented on “Who’s Memories, Whose Archives? Community Archives, Autonomy and the Mainstream” which looked at archives or records of minority communities and what their impact are in challenging marginalization and in the construction of identities.

· Presentations that were delivered which looked at culture as archives. Issues that were presented looked at non-traditional records as transmitters of community memory and heritage. E.g. …the record ness of carnivals in the U.S Virgin Islands and the records of the Yaddo Community in New York.

· Another series of presentations looked at how history and identity is depicted in an archival collection. Three presentations looked at the Palestinian archival memory, role of Jassic community archives in Hungary and the records of an activist from Okinawa, Japan who struggled for the return of the land occupied by US Forces after WWII

· Also a number of presentations addressed history by looking at the different perception of indigenous and minority records. And creating awareness on the problems faced by a minority community in dealing with archives and records management 
· The final presentations focused on Digital Access of records of endangered cultures and also looked at representation of minority community digitally 




ASA Conference 2008

· The 2008 Australian Society of Archivist Conference were pre-ceded by two days of pre-conference activities which involved a seminar “Reference, Access and Public Program” and a workshop on “Describing archives in context”


      This was followed by Special Interest Group meetings organized 


       for archivists of different disciplines who have interests in discussing 


       Indigenous Issues, Electronic Records, Business, Labour and 



       Corporate Archives Issues, School Archives, Religious 



       Collections, University Archives, Collecting Archives and Reference, 


       and Access and Public Programs. This culminated with the Society 


       holding its AGM.

· The ASA Conference began with a Welcome to Country Program which was followed by a Welcome Address from the Governor of Western Australia 

· Presentations focused on issues of digital recordkeeping in practice in Australia And around the world and issues of the security of personal information and digital identity for archival data 

· Also discussed were issues of exploring convergence of archival institutions with other cultural institutions and how access policy frameworks are been developed

· Papers were presented discussing issues on complex identities through the records of migration, disputed heritage and multicultural communities

· A session of presentations on capabilities found when exploring small archives, this also included how records are kept and used in small archives and in community archives

· A session was organized on exploring the reconciliation records of Australia and how much information contained in them. It also brought about discussions on the quantity of evidences contained in them and the challenges faced by those that use them

· Experiences of research into records that signify national identity such as the South African Truth Commission records

· Some very interesting keynote addresses that was delivered was” Exploration of the Archives World from De Vlamingh’s plate to Digital realities” which was delivered by Professor Eric Ketelaar University of Amsterdam. And “Re-exploring the continuum: Rediscovering Archives” which was delivered by Professor Tom Nesmith of the University of Manitoba
Conclusion

I found both conferences most educational and useful. Some of the presentations and discussions that took place were appropriate to my need to enhance the preservation and accessibility of records housed at the National Archives of Fiji as memories and identities of our past and our future.

The conferences provided the opportunity for me to share experiences with other participants who are faced with similar concerns and at the same time have given me an opportunity to observe a special interest group meeting that facilitated in sharing issues dealing with indigenous archival projects and ways to enhance awareness of the archives with indigenous and minority communities

Another opportunity that came up when attending the conferences is the establishment of network with some institutions around the world that has amongst their collection records pertaining to Fiji, which will be of great value to the public, scholars and historians for its informational and historical content.

The conferences has also created a deeper appreciation of work that is done for the different community archives around the region and internationally.

And at the same time has also shifted my approach of ‘seeing archives to seeing with archives’ and that not only does records and archives shape what we know but most importantly it provides the opportunity to re look at how archives was perceived in the past to enhance how knowledge can be gained for the future

Recommendations

The following was my recommendations to the Fiji Government as a result of the two conferences in Perth:

· There should be more awareness work done to enhance the public knowledge of the National Archives of Fiji with stronger emphasis of the type of records that it maintains which can provide a basis for research into genealogical and historical issues.

· The National Archives should encourage more interaction with small minority communities in Fiji and ensure that their records are acquired to be better preserved for possible access in future

· Encourage partnership with communities to foster relationships that will provide for better acquisition of their records especially to encourage oral history programmes that can bridge gaps with the community

· Foster partnership with other cultural institutions locally that provide oral history programmes to be able to ascertain what is available locally and to encourage awareness of their availability to the public.
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