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Evidence and Memory in the Digital Age
RESOLUTIONS OF PARBICA’s 14th GENERAL CONFERENCE

On the occasion of PARBICA’s 14th General Conference from 22-27 August 2011 in Apia, Samoa with leaders of institutions and associations responsible for records and archives from throughout the Pacific:

RESOLUTIONS

1. Reconfirmed that strong systems for the creation and management of records and the preservation of archives are key foundations of sustainable economic development and good business practice, as well as essential to support good governance and collective memory in all countries, states and territories in the Pacific region

2. Noted the potential of digital technology to advance recordkeeping and archives management, while acknowledging the need for robust policies and systems to manage the risks associated with digital records
3. Reasserted that PARBICA members are key players in records management and keepers of memory, who are contributing to leading change in their respective countries, states and territories.


4. Affirmed the importance of working in partnership with national, regional and international organisations to develop sound recordkeeping and archival systems throughout the Pacific region.
EVIDENCE AND MEMORY IN THE DIGITAL AGE
5. Commended the successful digitisation projects that have been undertaken in Samoa and other countries and the improved access to archives.

6. Noted the importance of partnership in achieving effective large scale digitisation.


7. Noted the suggestion from Henry Ivarature, Project Governance Advisor Pacific Islands Forum, for PARBICA to investigate regional solutions for archiving and recordkeeping.

8. Noted the success of the Pacific Digital Library in the US affiliated Pacific and its role as an exemplar for improving access to digitised content.
9. Urged member countries to use the digital recordkeeping and digitisation guidelines developed by PARBICA as part of the Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit and launched at PARBICA 14.
10. Noted that digital technologies have to be used appropriately to protect and preserve indigenous cultural knowledge.

DISASTER RESPONSIVENESS AND PREPAREDNESS

9. Expressed their sympathy to the Government of New Zealand concerning the Christchurch earthquakes and acknowledge the work of Archives New Zealand and other institutions in New Zealand to support the preservation and protection of records, and the memory the event.

10. Noted the high risk to records and archives throughout the Pacific region and the need for further disaster preparedness and planning for records and archives, and called on Pacific governments and PARBICA members to take additional steps to reduce the risk to records and archives from natural disasters in their countries, states and territories.


11. Urged archival and recordkeeping institutions to work with emergency management agencies to plan for shared responses to ensure the protection and survival of records and cultural heritage in the Pacific region in times of disaster.
 
RECORDKEEPING TOOLKIT AND GOOD GOVERNANCE
11. Noted with pleasure the endorsement and adoption of the Toolkit by a number of governments within the pacific region, and the support of public service commissioners in achieving this, and emphasised the continued strong positive impact of the Toolkit on awareness and development of improved management of public sector information in many countries in the region.

12. Acknowledged the continued support of AusAID, the National Archives of Australia and Archives New Zealand for the further development of the PARBICA Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit.

13. Urged that the Recordkeeping for Good Governance project be continued by supporting its practical implementation through training and partnership projects in countries, states and territories in the Pacific.

14. Welcomed the partnership of the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, United Nations Development Programme, Commonwealth Secretariat, Pacific Association of Supreme Audit Institutions (PASAI), Public Service Commissioner’s Network, the Ombudsmen’s Alliance and other regional organisations and invited them to continue to work together with PARBICA to improve archives management and recordkeeping in order to enable democratic access to information in Pacific countries.


15. Called on PARBICA as a regional body of ICA to continue to work with the ICA on establishing a permanent international programme on recordkeeping for good governance.


MEMORY OF THE PACIFIC

16. Called on all Pacific countries, states and territories to celebrate International Archives Day on June 9 in order to raise awareness of the role of archives in preserving the memory of the Pacific.
 
17. Acknowledged the significant progress made with the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme in the region and commend Fiji, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand and Vanuatu on the establishment of National Committees.


18. Congratulated Fiji, New Zealand and Australia on the inscriptions on the regional and international registers.
19. Congratulated the National Archives of Australia for being designated as the laureate of the 2011 UNESCO/Jikji Memory of the World Prize.


20. Urged Pacific countries that do not yet have Memory of the World Committees to investigate the possibility of establishing them.


21. Called on UNESCO and PARBICA to continue to work together to strengthen the Memory of the World programme in the Pacific region. 
22. Urged regional committees to encourage institutions with Pacific collections to work together on joint inscriptions to the UNESCO Memory of the World Registers 


TRAINING AND EDUCATION

23. Noted the importance of professional capability to enable effective management of records and archives in all Pacific countries, states and territories.


24. Encouraged PARBICA members to take advantage of the available short term and long term training and education opportunities in archives and recordkeeping. 


25. Recognised the value of international work placements and attachments as a way for Pacific archivists and recordkeepers to gain experience in archiving and recordkeeping.


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PARBICA BUREAU

26. Asked the PARBICA Bureau to formalise the relationship and continue to seek partnership status with the Pacific Islands Forum and other regional accountability organisations which share our objectives, including Pacific Association of Supreme Audit Institutions (PASAI), Pacific Public Service Commissioner’s Network, and the Pacific Ombudsmen’s Alliance.
27. Recommended that the PARBICA Bureau investigate ways to monitor the effectiveness of the implementation of the Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit across the Pacific.


28. Urged the PARBICA Bureau to encourage non-member countries, states and territories in the Pacific to join PARBICA and share in the benefits of membership.

29. Asked the PARBICA Bureau to support the efforts of members to raise awareness of archives and records and to provide outreach and advocacy within their countries, states and territories.


30. Agreed that PARBICA should seek further funding to support the ongoing implementation and maintenance of the Recordkeeping for Good Governance toolkit. 


31. Agreed the PARBICA Bureau should continue to work with the Pacific Islands Forum to ensure that recordkeeping components supporting implementation of the Pacific Plan are effectively delivered.


32. Recommended that PARBICA work with relevant bodies to encourage development of disaster management plans and networks for the Pacific.


33. Recommended that PARBICA consider developing resources and guidance on sources of funding and applying for that funding for archives and records management programmes and infrastructure.
34. Asked the Bureau to ensure that members are kept aware of all ICA funding sources and timeframes.
35. Recommend that PARBICA identify funding sources to maximise participations of PARBICA members to the ICA congress in Brisbane in 2012.


36. Noted the priority given by many members to the development of good quality repositories and archives buildings, and accordingly urged PARBICA to collate and make available information to support funding and design work for archive building projects. 

37. Asked the PARBICA Bureau to identify ways of ensuring the PARBICA website is a tool that is effectively used for communication among members.


38. Asked to PARBICA Bureau to consider how the Bureau can support PARBICA members with digitisation including digitisation of film, legislative reform, conservation and career development.


39. Asked the PARBICA Bureau to work with ICA to investigate development of an appropriate digital recordkeeping system that could be implemented across the Pacific.
40. Asked the PARBICA Bureau investigate appropriate recognition from ICA for the contribution of Mr Setareki Tale to achieving the objectives of the archives and recordkeeping profession.

APPRECIATION


41. Gave special thanks to The Prime Minister Hon. Tuilaepa Lupesoliai  Sailele Malielegaoi for the honour of his participation and support.

42. Thanked Doreen Roebeck Tuala, Acting CEO of the Ministry of Education, Sports and Culture for supporting the Culture Division to host PARBICA.


43. Expressed deep thanks to Sina Malietoa, Assistant CEO of the Culture Division, and Amela Silipa, Delphina Lee, VaveaoNanai Fasavalu and the staff of the Culture Division for their well-organised hosting of this very successful conference and their warm hospitality.
44. Thanked the National Archives of Australia for leading the development of phase five of the Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit – Digital Recordkeeping.

45. Thanked the members of the reference group for their work in developing phase five of the Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit – Digital Recordkeeping.  

46. Thanked the Australian High Commissioner to Samoa, Dr Stephen Henningham, for launching phase five of the Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit – Digital Recordkeeping. 
47. Thanked the New Zealand High Commissioner to Samoa, Nick Hurley, for hosting a reception for conference attendees. 
48. Expressed appreciation of the staff of the conference hotels, Orator, Moanalisa, Elava for their excellent services and very warm hospitality,


49. Expressed appreciation to the following for their generous support without which this important meeting and training workshops could not have taken place:

· The Government of Samoa

· AusAID Pacific Linkages Partnership Program

· New Zealand Aid – Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
· National Archives of Australia

· Archives New Zealand


50. Recognised the strong leadership of the outgoing President, Setareki Tale and that his leadership has made a positive difference to archives management and recordkeeping outcomes in the Pacific. 

51. Thanked Adrian Cunningham and Ross Gibbs from the National Archives of Australia for their contribution to PARBICA over many years.
52. Commended Mark Crookston from Archives New Zealand for his outstanding service to PARBICA as secretary-general over the past two years.


53. Thanked Karin Brennan for her ongoing contribution to communication across the Pacific through the production of Panorama.


54. Expressed appreciation for the professionalism and commitment of staff supporting PARBICA Bureau members at the National Archives of Australia and Archives New Zealand.
