[image: image1.wmf]
CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DES ARCHIVES

INTERNATIONALADVANCE \r1 ADVANCE \r0COUNCILADVANCE \r0 ADVANCE \r0ONADVANCE \r1 ARCHIVES

SECRETARIAT: 60 rue des Francs-Bourgeois, 75003 Paris, France

T: + 33(0)140276306  (  F: + 33(0)142722065

I: www.ica.org   (  E: ica@ica.org

	PARBICA
Report to the 2007 Annual General Meeting


0
Name: Pacific Regional Branch of ICA (PARBICA)

Rapporteurs: Mr Mark Crookston (Assistant to PARBICA Secretary General), and Ms Evelyn WAREHAM (PARBICA Secretary General), Archives New Zealand, PO Box 12050, Wellington, New Zealand, email: mark.crookston@archives.govt.nz
1
Administration: Who We Are
1.1 Changes in membership and management 
PARBICA has welcomed several new members and institutions since July 2006. We are happy that a couple of key partners in the region, namely the Pacific Island Association of Libraries and Archives (PIALA and the Records Management Association of Australasia (RMAA) have accepted the invitation to becoming members of PARBICA. Following our 2005 resolution to support applications from French territories to achieve Category A membership of ICA, we are especially happy to welcome New Caledonia as a Category A member.

Our membership now stands at 66, comprising:

· 21 Category A (national, state and territory archives authorities)

· 3 Category B (professional associations)

· 17 Category C (institutional members)

· 15 Category D (individual members)

· 9 Category E (honorary members)

The 2007-2009 Bureau as elected by the General Conference in Noumea, New Caledonia on 06 October 2007 comprises:

· President: Mr Setareki Tale, Fiji

· Vice President: Ms Naomi Ngirakamerang, Palau

· Secretary-General: Ms Evelyn Wareham, New Zealand

· Treasurer: Mr Adrian Cunningham, Australia
Additional co-opted Bureau members comprise:
· Editor: Mr John C Wright, Hawaii

· Co-Editor: Ms Karin Brennan, Australia
· Mr Ismet Kurtovitch, New Caledonia

· Ms Melody Avok , Vanuatu

The Bureau meets every 2-3 months by teleconference. It is assisted by Mr Mark Semmler (Australia) as Assistant to the Treasurer and Mr Mark Crookston (New Zealand) as Assistant to the Secretary-General.
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Programme: What We Do
2.1 
Seminars, Conferences, Symposia
 
PARBICA 12: The 12th Biennial Conference with the theme Archives without Boundaries: Cooperation and Shared Solutions was held from 01-06 October 2007 at the Secretariat of the Pacific Community and the Tjibaou Cultural Centre, New Caledonia. The conference theme encapsulated its purpose of bringing together the archivists and records managers of the Pacific to discuss how we can work in cooperation – across geographic, professional and cultural boundaries.
The conference and workshops were attended by 88 participants, including 21 New Caledonian representatives (some delegates attended for only part of the week).  Delegates came from almost every corner of the Pacific, representing nineteen countries, states and territories. Most were heads of government archival institutions; however, this PARBICA was also attended by representatives from four Public Service Commissions. 
During the Conference we launched stage one of the Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit.  This was hosted at the residence of Ms Jane Urquhart, the Australian Consul-General in New Caledonia, and was attending by the French High Commissioner and the President of the Government of New Caledonia.
Major Sponsorship and support for the conference was received from New Caledonia Government, National Archives of Australia, AusAID Pacific Governance Programme, Archives New Zealand, UNESCO, ICA, Australian Society of Archivists, Datamail (New Caledonia).
2.2 
Publications and Communications
PARBICA maintains a website at: http://www.parbica.org/. It received an upgrade in September 2006, with the assistance of the National Archives of Australia

PARBICA also publishes a quarterly newsletter Panorama.

2.3 
Studies, Actions and Projects

Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit: This has been developed by PARBICA in 2006-2007 to promote and assist with best practice recordkeeping throughout the Pacific, and made possible through the generous support of the National Archives of Australia and AusAID. Included in the toolkit are:

· a brochure and poster aimed at Chief Executives and other department heads highlighting the benefit of adhering to their recordkeeping responsibilities

· a checklist to assist organisations determine their capacity for good recordkeeping, and

· a guideline for Pacific archivists and records managers for assessing the recordkeeping requirements in their jurisdictions. 

As mentioned above, stage one of the toolkit was launched at PARBICA 12.  Stage two of the toolkit will be developed over the next two years and is expected to include a file plan for common administrative functions of Pacific government agencies and a model records management policy. PARBICA is currently waiting for confirmation of funding before commencing stage two. This project is being coordinated by the National Archives of Australia.
International Archival Statistics: Ms Dianne Macaskill (Chief Executive and Chief Archivist of Archives New Zealand) carried out a statistical survey of archives in the Pacific in 2006-2007, as part of a wider ICA project. The results were reported at PARBICA 12 and will be reported at the 2008 ICA Congress in Malaysia.

2.4 Other Activities
· The PARBICA Bureau assisted UNESCO in developing a project and identifying an expert (Ken Scadden of New Zealand) to work with Kiribati Catholic Church Archives in May 2007.
· Mr Ross Gibbs (Director-General of the National Archives of Australia) spoke about the importance of recordkeeping for good governance at the Pacific region Public Service Commissions Conference in Samoa in July 2007. This has resulted in higher profile for records management among senior public service managers in the PARBICA region. 

· As a direct result of the interest generated in the Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit and the work of PARBICA by Mr Gibbs' talk, four Pacific Island Public Service Commissions sought representation at the PARBICA 12 conference in New Caledonia. These participants included Public Service Commissioners from Vanuatu and Papua New Guinea and staff from the Public Service Commissions in Tonga and Nauru.
3
Suggestions: What We Would Like for the Future
3.1 
Difficulties encountered, solutions suggested

Areas of priority in archives our region include: access to education and training opportunities, preservation strategies for tropical climates, lack of profile within government, communication across a vast geographic area with little IT infrastructure in many regions.

The Recordkeeping for Good Governance Toolkit is intended in assist with capacity building in the region. It is intended that this project is supported by further products, as well as ongoing training and partnership projects.

3.2 
Plans 

Memory of the World: PARBICA plans to continue its work with UNESCO Pacific Office to support the Memory of the World Programme in the Pacific region.
Pacific Archives Reader: Planning has started on a Pacific Archives Reader, which is being developed to celebrate PARBICA’s 25th anniversary. This will bring together old and new articles about the history and current state of archives in the Pacific region. This project is being coordinated by Ms Karin Brennan and Mr Ewan Maidment (Australia).
3.3 
Suggestions for ICA’s priorities and functioning
No suggestions
3.4 
Draft recommendations for the 2007 Annual General Meeting
No recommendations
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