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The official party being presented with leis at the opening ceremony.


The Program

The conference program consisted of a number of workshops on topics of importance to archivists in the Pacific region. There were opportunities for discussion on the impact of new technologies on government recordkeeping and accountability, on the vital role archives play in establishing land ownership and/or land rights, and on issues of preservation and conservation of records. Many of the conference sessions allowed participants to work in small groups, and give general feedback to plenary sessions. Many of the sessions aimed to produce recommendations or guidelines. A summary of the sessions is given below.

Training and education for archivists and records managers on remote Pacific islands is an ever-present concern. Participants were able to hear from speakers on training programs developed in Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands, and the general training needs in the region. A panel and working group discussion session allowed sharing of experiences and perspectives on training needs and the current state of archival work in different environments. Panelists from Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Yap, Tonga, Australia and Kiribati led the discussion.

Comparison of access regimes in various countries formed the basis of discussion on the second morning of the conference. Included were detailed explanations of the administration of access in Fiji to statistics and land records. 

A useful half-day session on technology provided participants with a good overview of the current problems in implementation. Including a demonstration of the potential uses of technology by archivists, the session used a discussion group format to develop solutions. The preservation and management of records created in electronic format is of prime concern to archivists. This issue was also covered in the workshop. A survey of current needs in the area of technology formed part of the session.

A full day was devoted to discussion of the control and management of land records. Such records are vital for an understanding of the cultural, social and political frameworks of Pacific island nations. A visit to view the Fiji Lands Department records section and computer based Lands Information System was incorporated. 

Archivists in the Pacific wish to raise awareness of their work, especially within local communities, and to promote use of archives by researchers. A practical presentation and workshop session allowed participants to develop ideas for their own situations while drawing on the experiences of the Fiji Museum. The session resulted in agreement on the need for guidelines for planning exhibitions and displays. Participants expressed a desire to follow up this session with more workshops of its kind in the future. 

Archivists also heard from local researchers who were familiar with the use of archives. These speakers drew attention to their particular needs and experiences in using archival records. Again the issue of access was of interest. Authenticity of records and resources for archives were areas of concern to researchers. 

Visits and other events

The International Records Management Trust, in conjunction with the International Council of Archives, has produced training packages on Management of Public Sector Records. These packages were launched for use in the Pacific region at a function on the first evening of the conference and formed a useful adjunct to the day’s discussion of training needs. 

The extensive discussion of land related issues was reinforced with a visit to the Fiji Lands Department records section. Staff of the Fiji Lands Department provided an excellent demonstration of the GIS (Geographical Information System) based Lands Information System. Conference participants were fascinated by the varied uses of land records including in prediction of crime rates and flooding of parcels of land. 

Participants also visited the Fiji Museum and the Fiji National Archives. The visit to the museum reinforced some of the conclusions reached during the workshop on the mounting of exhibitions and small displays. The museum was a practical demonstration of what can be achieved. Though more familiar territory for most attendees, the visit to the National Archives gave a useful comparison for many nations. Staff were very generous with their time and gave explanations of many of the features of the Fiji National Archives. Areas of interest included descriptions of methods of storage, description of records, appraisal of records, fumigation, microfilming, and provision of access. 

Conference outcomes

PARBICA members voted on the adoption of a number of resolutions at the conclusion of the conference. These are being transmitted to the International Council on Archives and a copy is attached for information. A number of excellent proposals for work to assist archives in the Pacific were suggested during PARBICA 8. The PARBICA Bureau expects to take a number of these potential projects forward. In particular, further work is envisaged relating to resolutions 5, 9 and 10. These resolutions cover the important areas of training of archivists, suitable storage for archives and legislative models for establishing archival institutions. 

Attendees

The PARBICA 8 conference was very well attended by archivists and those responsible for archival programs throughout the Pacific. Several local observers also were able to take advantage of the opportunity provided by the gathering to attend particular sessions. A list of those attending follows:

	Mr James Himphill
	American Samoa

	Mr George Nichols, National Archives of Australia
	Australia

	Ms Kathryn Dan, National Archives of Australia
	Australia

	Mr Ron Terry, National Archives of Australia
	Australia

	Ms Karin Brennan, University of New South Wales
	Australia

	Mr Darryl O’Callaghan, Public Records Office of Victoria and Australian Council of Archives
	Australia

	Mr Ewan Maidment, Pacific Manuscripts Bureau and Australian Society of Archivists
	Australia

	Mr Bruce Burne
	Australia

	Mr Peter Orlovich
	Australia

	Mr Garth Crockford
	Australia

	Ms Justina Nicholas, National Archives of the Cook Islands
	Cook Islands

	Mr Gabriel Ramoloilug, Division of Archives
	Federated States of Micronesia - Yap State

	Mr Philip Raffilpiy, Archives trainee
	Federated States of Micronesia - Yap State

	Mr Setareki Tale, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Feroz Hussein, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Salesia Ikaniwai, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Elenoa Delalakeba, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Taito Rione, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Mataiasi Nasau, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Jackie Waqasobasoba, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Seruwaqa Kauraramakidaku, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Mesake Nadavo, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Rusiate Sogotubu, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Tupou Senigasau, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Timoci Balenaivalu, National Archives of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Kacaraini Kikau, Fiji Parliament
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Inai Saula, Fiji Ministry of Lands
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Margaret Patel, Sisters of Our Lady of Nazareth Archives
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Christina Tuitubou, Holy Trinity Archives
	Fiji Islands

	Mrs Chandra Prabah Chandar, Reserve Bank of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Mereani Mudunavosa, Reserve Bank of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Inoke Driso, Reserve Bank of Fiji
	Fiji Islands

	Mr William Copeland, Fiji Museum
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Miri Tekire, Rabi Council
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Bure Tabore, Rabi Council
	Fiji Islands

	Ms Hariti Kelemeti, Rotuma
	Fiji Islands

	Mr Kunei Etekiera, National Library and Archives
	Kiribati

	Ms Pat Jackson
	Kiribati

	Mr Amram Enos, Alele Museum, Library, National Archives
	Marshall Islands

	Ms Julie Olsson, Ministry of Culture
	Nauru

	Mr Michael Hoyle, National Archives of New Zealand
	New Zealand

	Ms Evelyn Wareham, National Archives of New Zealand
	New Zealand

	Ms Dianne Woods, Turnbull Library
	New Zealand

	Mrs Ligi Sisikefu, National Library and Archives
	Niue

	Ms Diamond Tauevini
	Niue

	Mrs Naomi Ngirakamerang, Division of Palau National Archives
	Palau

	Mr Sam Kaima, University of Papua New Guinea
	Papua New Guinea

	Mr Robert Gwamuwe, National Archives and Public Records Service
	Papua New Guinea

	Ms Mary-Claire Ame
	Papua New Guinea

	Mrs Ulrike Hertel Akuino, Ministry of Youth, Sports and Culture
	Samoa

	Mrs Siavata Gale, National University of Samoa
	Samoa

	Mrs Esther Karibongi, National Archives of the Solomon Islands
	Solomon Islands

	Mr Bjorn Lindh, National Archives of Sweden and International Council on Archives
	Sweden

	Hon. Tu’ivanuavou Vaea, Tonga Tradition Committee
	Tonga

	Ms Violet Maatusi, National Archives and Library
	Tuvalu

	Mr John Wright
	USA - Hawaii

	Ms Kathy Creely, Melanesian Studies Resource Center, University of California
	USA

	Mr Tom Sakias, National Archives
	Vanuatu
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Delegates of PARBICA 8

Sponsors

PARBICA 8 would not have been possible without the generosity of a large number of sponsors. This sponsorship was acknowledged in material about the conference, at the opening and closing of the conference and in the resolutions produced by the conference. PARBICA would again like to thank the following organisations for their support:

· AusAID 

· Australian Society of Archivists Inc. 

· Commonwealth Foundation 

· Fiji Government, Ministry for Information 

· International Council on Archives 

· New Zealand Good Governance program 

· Telecom Fiji 

· UNESCO 

The support of CJ Patel & Company and Mrs Jane Patel and the assistance of the late Mr Didier Savignat is also gratefully acknowledged.

Conference outcomes

The four-day conference was followed by PARBICA’s biennial general meeting, at which members voted to adopt resolutions to: 

1. affirm the importance of the ICA and especially the PARBICA General Conference as a way of maintaining and strengthening relations between archives and archivists in the region

2. affirm the importance of communications in the region between General Conferences, both bilaterally between individual archives and through the PARBICA Bureau and the ICA, and stress the importance of the newsletter and development of other means of communication 

3. acknowledge and endorse the importance of professional development for archivists in the region, noting that this is also an important objective of the ICA, and in this context, express their general satisfaction with the successful workshops conducted with this General Conference on the management of land records, access to records, the uses of computer technology and the preparation of displays and exhibitions

4. affirm the need for archival training in the region on a variety of topics including the promotion of archives and the preparation of displays, recognising that training should be suited to the specific needs of the people of the Pacific islands

5. express their appreciation to the International Records Management Trust and ICA for the presentation of the Management of  Public Sector Records Study Programme to the conference 

6. affirm the importance in this region of ensuring the preservation of all archives, especially those relating to land and the oral traditions which are a significant feature of the archival heritage of many island countries

7. recognise the importance of low cost archival storage to assist the preservation of archives in the region and the need to identify alternative storage options for implementation in the Pacific and in other tropical areas

8. assist and inform future development of legislation for archives in the region through the publication of a compendium of Pacific archives legislation

9. express their profound appreciation to all those who have provided support for this General Conference and especially: 

· the Fiji Government, Ministry for Information 

· the International Council on Archives 

· UNESCO 

· AusAID 

· the Commonwealth Foundation 

· the New Zealand Good Governance program 

· Australian Society of Archivists Inc 

· Telecom Fiji

10. express their appreciation to Mr Bjorn Lindh, Vice Chair of ICA CAD, for the generosity of his contribution to the Conference

11. express their deep gratitude and appreciation to the PARBICA 8 Organising Committee and the staff of the Fiji National Archives for their magnificent efforts in bringing about this well-organised, interesting and educational conference and for the splendid hospitality they arranged

